
Mind Maps

Outcomes:

Discuss the benefits of creating a mind map

Compare a mind map to a mind map used for planning longer pieces of writing

Create a mind map 



What is a mind map?

A type of active revision

A visual representation of helping you to structure, organize, memorize, 

arrange, brainstorm and learn information in a highly specialized way.

Benefits:

 Helps you to grasp the ‘bigger picture’ and make links

 Improves your capacity to explore detailed snippets of information

 Helps improve your memory, retention, and comprehension of 

information

 Helps you organise information into easy to remember chunks

 Reduces cognitive load by using diagrams, pictures and minimal 

words



Once a mind map has been created, it must be visible and you should plan time to review the 

information on it. Quiz yourself, how much can you remember, could you condense it?



Don’t fall into the trap

The top mistakes students make when making mind maps include:

1. Getting lost in the detail – don’t try to write too much, it should be 

short and snappy. Pictures/diagrams are a great way to make sure 

this doesn’t happen

2. Obsessing over the styling – it must look appealing, but don’t spend 

more time choosing colours and writing the title in highlighter pen

3. Perfectionism is not your friend – they are not meant to be perfect. 

Perfectionism derails you from what you need to what you want

4. Big  difficult to read – try to stick to A4, don’t clutter your page, it 

should be easy to read





Using mind maps for planning

What will I write?

How will I write it?



Task – make a mind map or planning mind map 

• Look at the information given to you

• Collect a piece of A4 paper

• Create a mind map 

Or

• Use the blank planning mind map to plan a story called ‘My ideal day’

How do you feel now about using mind maps? Would you use 

these for revision?


