
Active Revision

Outcomes:

Discuss the benefits of active revision

Create a foldable



What is active revision?

Allows you to go over your knowledge and assess what you 

already know.

Avoids a passive approach i.e.:

x Copying from a text book

x Just reading over notes or reading a text book

x Watching a video once with no follow up



The foldable frenzy!

A multi-layered revision 

technique which uses a range of 

strategies in one approach.

Mrs Kay is a pro at these – see her video 

on the right



The foldable frenzy!

Foldables involve coding, note taking and retrieval practice.



Step 1 - Notes page

Make detailed revision notes on one 

side of A4 paper

Use as many key words as possible

Add pictures, diagrams, highlighter 

where appropriate



Step 2 – Spider diagram

Fold the piece of paper in half so the 

notes you have just made are on the 

inside

The spider diagram goes onto the A5 

size piece of paper

Use the keywords to create a spider 

diagram of the information – notice 

how much less information there is

Make links



Step 3 – Key words

Fold the piece of paper in half again

List the key words you have 

identified

The key words you write down 

should summarise the topic you are 

learning

When doing this, if you can’t 

remember what they key words 

mean, go back and remind yourself



Step 4 – Title page

Turn the folded paper over and find 

the other blank side

Add a title

Draw some symbols which 

represents what you have 

learnt/summarised on your foldable



What then?
See how much you can remember about a topic using one of the 

folded layers

If you need more information, open the foldable and reveal more 

information

Keep the foldable open/closed at the stage you need e.g. if you 

cannot remember the information yet, keep it open on the full notes 

page. 

Review…

• All full closed foldables once a week

• Open foldables twice a week

• Fully open foldables, three times a week



Task – make a foldable

• Look at the information given to you

• Collect a piece of A4 paper

• Create a foldable

How do you feel now about using foldables?


