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Statement of Dallam boarding principles and practices 
 

 
Our aims are:  

1. To maintain a healthy, safe, and purposeful environment in which boarders feel 

secure and benefit from stability. 

2. To ensure a friendly, caring environment in which young people are happy, and 

benefit from the encouragement, support and guidance of staff and peers. 

3. To provide opportunity and experience for boarders to develop leadership skills - 

independence, self-esteem, confidence, responsibility and organisational skills. 

4. To encourage young people to develop social skills such as courtesy, mutual 

respect, trust, loyalty and concern for others. 

5. To give boarders the confidence to meet the challenges of the school day by 

encouraging their learning and participation in curricular and extra-curricular 

activities.  

6. To provide opportunity and encouragement for boarders to enjoy themselves and 

to achieve their potential. 

7. To encourage and to enable boarders to benefit from integration and involvement 

in the local community. 
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Vision  
At Dallam School, we believe that education empowers students with the knowledge, skills 

and values they need to build a better future for themselves, their families and their 

community. At our school, every student develops the confidence and courage to be 

themselves and has access to opportunities that unlock future success. The inclusive and 

innovative ethos of Dallam School creates an inspiring environment in which every student 

can shine in their own unique way.  

 
We aim to:  

 encourage the ambitions, talents and rights of every member of our school 
community  

 strive for high quality, optimistic and engaging learning and teaching  

 offer a wide range of opportunities to allow everyone to discover their own unique 
skillset  

 instil confidence, resilience and self-belief  

 understand and embrace the diverse nature of our school community  

 enable open, honest and respectful communication  

 welcome creative and innovative thinking  

 support everyone to have the drive and ambition to be their best  

 assist everyone to try new things, make mistakes and learn from their experiences  

 develop global citizens who are prepared for their future destinations  

 promote good mental and physical health, including active lifestyles, organised 
sport and outdoor experiences  

  

Values 
 Courage (be brave)  

 Respect (others, self and environment)  

 Compassion (be kind)  

 Endeavour (strive for excellence)  

 Integrity (be honest)  

Learning for all, learning for life 
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Useful contacts 
 

General day-to-day boarding 
enquiries 

boarding@dallamschool.co.uk  

015395 63377 

Finance enquiries 015395 65168 

Medical Officer 015395 65957 

Main school 015395 65165 

For travel enquiries and to submit 
holiday travel forms 

boardingtravel@dallamschool.co.uk  

 

Key staff contacts 

 

Headteacher Ms R Williams 

  

Assistant Headteacher  
(responsibility for boarding) 

Mr J Watton   
j.watton@dallamschool.co.uk     

  
Head of Boarding Mrs M Loddo 

m.loddo@dallamschool.co.uk                    

  

Head of Sixth Form  Mr S Henneberry 
s.henneberry@dallamschool.co.uk   

  

Sixth Form office Mrs P Ray 
p.ray@dallamschool.co.uk  

  

Boarding Administrator Mrs E Taylor 
boardingadmissions@dallamschool.co.uk  

  

Chief Finance Officer Mrs J Hamer 
j.hamer@dallamschool.co.uk  

  

Assistant School Business Manager Miss A Noon 
a.noon@dallamschool.co.uk  

  

Medical Officer Mrs L Leadbitter 
l.leadbitter@dallamschool.co.uk  

  

Senior Houseparent 
 

Mrs N Wilkinson 
n.wilkinson@dallamschool.co.uk  

  

mailto:boarding@dallamschool.co.uk
mailto:boardingtravel@dallamschool.co.uk
mailto:j.watton@dallamschool.co.uk
mailto:m.loddo@dallamschool.co.uk
mailto:s.henneberry@dallamschool.co.uk
mailto:p.ray@dallamschool.co.uk
mailto:boardingadmissions@dallamschool.co.uk
mailto:j.hamer@dallamschool.co.uk
mailto:a.noon@dallamschool.co.uk
mailto:l.leadbitter@dallamschool.co.uk
mailto:n.wilkinson@dallamschool.co.uk
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Houseparents 
 
Your child will be allocated a dedicated houseparent as their House Tutor.  We will share 
their direct contact details with you at the start of the year 
 

Pastoral hub  
For questions about progress and behaviour in school and to request an absence from 
school during term-time. 
 

Heversham Owls house 
(forms B, R and 9W) 

Mrs H Winters h.winters@dallamschool.co.uk  

Milnthorpe Deer house 
(forms D, K and 10W) 

Mr R Preston r.preston@dallamschool.co.uk  

Leasgill Wolves house 
(forms G, L and 7 and 8 W) 

Miss J Thompson j.thompson@dallamschool.co.uk  

 

School address Boarding house address 
Dallam School Dallam Boarding House 

Milnthorpe  Heversham 

LA7 7DD LA7 7EH  
  

School bank details    
     
Lloyds TSB Bank plc, Kendal branch     
Account Name: Dallam School  
Sort Code: 30-14-40     
Account Number: 13293368  
Bic: LOYDGB21374     
Iban No: GB20 LOYD 3014 4013 2933 68   

mailto:h.winters@dallamschool.co.uk
mailto:r.preston@dallamschool.co.uk
mailto:j.thompson@dallamschool.co.uk
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Introduction 
 

This handbook is an introduction for boarding students and parents to give you a picture 

of boarding life at Dallam so you can see how things work day-to-day.  We’ve tried to 

answer the questions parents and students often want to know.  If you can’t find the 

answers you need in our handbook, please contact us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

“…the relationships between boarders and staff are extremely good, 
and the general standard of behaviour and community spirit 
exhibited by the boarders was excellent, and amongst the best I 
have encountered.”  

Boarding Schools’ Association 
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Welcoming new boarders 
 

We can’t wait to welcome you to Dallam boarding house.  You and your family may be a 

little anxious about making the initial steps with us but we urge you to enjoy the excitement 

and the build-up.   

 

We are well practiced at welcoming new families to ours. However daunting it may first 

appear, the boarding routine will become second nature surprisingly quickly and our 

boarding team and fellow boarders will guide you through settling in. 

   

New students will have a thorough welcome induction programme and will be paired up 

with an experienced boarder ‘buddy’ of a similar age who will be there to answer any 

questions and help them settle in.    

 

New boarders will be looked after by a House Tutor who has special responsibilities for 

supporting a small group of boarders and who acts as a link between the boarding house 

and the school.    

The House Tutor will have regular contact with each new boarder and will run through the 

handbook to them and answer anything they are not sure about. 

Parents will be find out who their child’s House Tutor is on the day of arrival. 

  



9 
 

 Typical weekday 
 

7:15  Wake up call.   Wash and dress for breakfast 
  

7:30 Breakfast 
 

8:15  All rooms left tidy before school 
 

8:20 – 8:30 All year groups depart for school by bus or walking 
 

8:45 – 15:15 School day 
 

15:30  Depart from school to return to boarding house by bus 
 

15:40 All boarders register in the Dining Room 
 

15:40 – 17:30 Free time, organised activities or tutor meeting 
 

16:45 – 17:30 Evening meal 
 

17:30 – 18:30 Prep time for all students.  Year 13s can do their prep in their 
own rooms. 
 

18:30 – 19:30 Junior activities 
 

From 19:30  Free time or organised outings until bedtime 
  

20:30 – 21:30 Supper in the Dining Room 
 

 
Lights out/Bedtime starts at 21:30 for Year 7, ending at 22:45 for the senior 
boarders. Boarders are expected to be in their rooms 15 minutes before 
lights out to get ready for bed – brush teeth, change, read, etc.   
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Typical weekend 
 

9:00 – 10:50 Wake up call.  Wash and dress for breakfast 
 

8:00 – 9:30 Light breakfast 
 

11:00 – 12:00
  

Saturday/Sunday brunch 
 

12:00 – 16:30  Activities – on-site or off-site 
 

16:45 – 17:30  Evening meal   
 

Early evening Saturdays: free time/activities 
Sunday: homework (18:30 – 19:30) 
 

20:30 – 21:30 Supper in the Dining Room 
 

 
Lights out – 
Saturday   

 Year 7 – 9: lights out extended by 15 minutes 
 Year 10 – 13: lights out extended by 30 minutes 
 

Lights out – 
Sunday  
 

As weekday routine 
 

 
Throughout the day a programme of on-site and off-site 
activities are arranged 
 
All boarders are expected to participate in a range of activities supported 
by their House Tutor to develop skills, friendships and have fun. 
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Boarders’ meals 
 

Boarders' breakfast and evening meals 

are taken in the Dining Room.  Lunch is 

served in the School Dining Hall.  All 

meals are freshly prepared on-site and 

served using a cafeteria system.  

Special dietary needs can be catered 

for, these should be discussed with the 

Boarding House Medical Officer before 

boarders arrive. 

All boarders and the boarding team eat 

together.  To help ensure a healthy diet, 

everyone is expected to attend mealtimes.  Care is taken to provide a balanced diet and 

a choice of vegetarian and non-vegetarian meals are on offer.  A late evening supper is 

provided for all boarders and there are facilities to make snacks and hot drinks in the 

Dining Room.  

 

Sample evening dishes  

(salad bar and fresh fruit / yogurt available daily) 
 

Main Vegetarian   Sides Vegetables Dessert 

Spaghetti 
Bolognese 

Quiche  
 

Garlic bread 
 

Peas 
 

Morello cherry 
flan with cream  

Fish pie Vegetable samosa 
and chilli noodles 

Rice/Pasta Sweetcorn Apple strudel 
and custard 

Chicken 
wings 

Stuffed peppers with 
feta and couscous 

Creamed 
potatoes 

Roasted 
vegetables 

Rice pudding 
and peaches 

Steak and 
ale pie 

Lentil ragu Creamed 
potatoes 

Carrots/ 
cabbage 

Sticky toffee 
pudding 

 

Boarders are reminded not to take anything out of the Dining Room such as food, 

cutlery, plates and cups.  For reasons of health and safety, boarders should not bring 

food into the boarding house that requires refrigerating.  For the same reason, we ask 

parents not to send perishable food items through the post. 
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What to bring 

Clothing 
 

Here is a list of suggested items that your child should bring with them when they first join 

us in the boarding house.  Over time, you will get a better idea of what your child needs.  

There is a limited amount of storage space in the rooms, so please do not bring too much. 

All boarders have a small lockable safe or drawer for personal or valuable items. 

 

    

Casual clothing appropriate for a 
British climate 

 Duvets x 2 - with washable cover 
(single bed size) * 

 

Thick sweater/fleece  Pillow and pillow cases x 2 
(standard pillow) * 
 

 

T-shirts, sweatshirts, shorts  3 bath towels and 2 hand towels 
 

 

Coat for winter 
Waterproof jacket - advised 
 

 Swimming costume 
 

 

Set of smart clothes 
 

 Nightwear including dressing gown  

Underwear, socks/tights  Shoe cleaning equipment 
 

 

Indoor footwear, slippers, trainers 
walking boots/wellingtons  
 

 School bag and pencil case – click 
for more details 
 

 

Spare name tapes  Toiletries, comb/hairbrush 
wash bag/toiletry bag 
 

 

Coat hangers  Clothing for wet weather/outdoor 
pursuits waterproof jacket, waterproof 
trousers 

 

Reusable water bottle (1 litre)  Personal items such as pictures 
from home 
 

 

Battery powered alarm clock 
(separate to phone) 
 

 Electrical adaptor  

School uniform and school sports kit 
– click for more details 

   

 

 

We ask that all item (clothes, bedding, towels, footwear and possessions) are clearly 

labelled with your child’s name before they arrive.  Clothing should be machine-

washable.  Click here to see information on doing laundry. 
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Please bring a laundry marker with you to mark the laundry number on items or use sew-in 

name tapes. Please note that iron on labels tend to come off easily. 

 

* Overseas boarders may wish to order their duvets/pillows/covers etc. online from a UK 

supplier and have them delivered to the boarding house during the summer holidays. 

 

School uniform for Years 7-11 
 

We are proud of our school and the way we present ourselves is important to us.   

A smart uniform sends the message that we care about how others see us and that we 

are serious about coming to school to work, to do our best and to succeed.   

 

To help mark the end of the school day we ask that boarders change out of the uniforms 

when they return to the boarding house into casual and comfortable clothes or appropriate 

clothing for activities.   

 

Our school uniform: 

 clip-on tie and school badge  

 navy blue blazer  

 pale blue shirt  

 navy knee-length box pleat school skirt or navy, dark grey or black tailored 

trousers (not skin tight) 

 black socks or tights – not sports or long socks   

 a navy ‘v’ neck pullover can be purchased but is not essential (no cardigans) 

 plain black polishable leather school shoes (no trainers, fashion or fabric shoes)  

 a rucksack (handbags are not allowed). 

 

Jewellery, makeup and hairstyles:  

 one wristwatch  

 one signet ring   

 one pair of plain stud earrings in ear lobe (no nose studs or any other body 

piercing)  

 no visible nail varnish or makeup  

 no acrylic nails 

 hairstyles should be reasonable and appropriate in both cut, style and colour. 
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Additional notes for boarders: 

 For safety, shoes or slippers should be worn in all communal areas at the boarding 

house   

 Pyjamas are only to be worn around the bedroom areas. 

 

Sports kit for Years 7-11 
 

 
 

 Dallam sports polo shirt  

 Dallam tracksuit/(hoodie/raincoat optional)  

 red games socks and white trainer socks  

 black/navy leggings (no branding) 

 Dallam rugby shirt  

 navy cotton shorts (rugby style) and/or navy polyester shorts, and/or navy skort as 

appropriate to the activity 

 football boots (please note that blades are not allowed – rubber/metal studs only) 

 trainers, shin pads, gum shield (essential-rugby/hockey), protective 

headgear (recommended-rugby). 

 

Please ask if you are unsure about any aspect of uniform or dress code. 
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Where to buy uniform 
 

The Dallam Uniform Shop is available online for 

blazers and PE kit via this link.  The pleated skirt 

can be bought from this website.  Trousers, 

skirts, shirts, jumpers, coats and bags can be 

bought from other retailers as long as they 

comply with our uniform guide.  Uniform 

information and links are also on our website.     

 

We would advise that you order your uniform 

promptly after accepting your boarding place to 

ensure that your items are delivered in time.  

 

Dallam Sixth Form dress code 
 

Following review and consultation with 

students, Sixth Form students are now 

expected to wear office/business wear to 

School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please use the list below as a guide 

 suit trousers/skirt/dress with a smart jacket 

 office-style shirt or top 

 tie (optional) 

 smart leather type shoes 

 waterproof coat (no denim jackets) 

 

Jewellery, makeup and hairstyles:  

 hair should be of a natural colour and tidy 

 jewellery should not be excessive, facial piercings are not permitted 

 hats should not be worn in school buildings. 

  

https://www.conistonshop.com/Dallam-School_57
http://www.schooluniformshop.co.uk/section.php/17/1/skirts-pinafores/6d2db83c12d3ec6c699e589cbca80606
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Electrical items and valuables 
 

All electrical items and mobile phones must be appropriately insured by before boarders 

arrive.  The school’s insurance cannot cover these items. Boarders can keep valuable 

items in their lockable drawer or safe. 

 

The boarders (and their parents/guardians) are responsible for the condition of any 

electrical equipment they own.  For the health and safety of the boarding house we would 

ask you to visually check any electrical equipment before bringing it into school. Once 

boarders arrive, our maintenance team will test the items.  Any item that does not conform 

to our health and safety requirements will be removed. 

 For safety reasons, rice cookers and all electrical heaters (including electric 

blankets) are not permitted.  

 Kettles are allowed in Year 12 and 13 bedrooms at the discretion of the boarding 

team. 

 Boarders are welcome to bring laptops to work on. 

 

Our boarding house has many areas where students can watch television, play games 

consoles, table football, play pool, play sports and socialise inside and out.  We want our 

boarders to develop social skills, try new things and enjoy themselves with their new 

boarding friends so we politely request that televisions and games devices should not be 

brought.  For the same reason, our boarding team will recommend sensible use of mobile 

phones.  For boarders in Years 7 – 11, mobile phone use is not allowed after lights out.    

 To help ensure e-safety for your child and fellow boarders, please can 

parents/guardians activate appropriate parental controls on mobile devices that are 

able to connect to a 3G, 4G and 5G network.  Our filtering system will automatically 

block inappropriate sites on the school network.  

We have two excellent fitness suites that boarders can use - one at school and one at the 

boarding site.  Through our activity programme we encourage boarders to make full use of 

all indoor and outdoor fitness facilities.  Small items of personal fitness equipment can be 

brought to boarding and sixth formers can use small weights in their rooms. 
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Equipment for school 
 

Boarders should have the following in their pencil cases for school: 

 pens – at least two – blue/black ink  

 pencils – HB and 2B pencil for art 

 pencil sharpener and eraser 

 coloured pencil crayons – at least four colours 

 ruler – 30cm a pair of compasses (in a safety box) 

 calculator  

 

What to bring to school each day: 

 a rucksack type school bag that is large enough to hold all necessary equipment.  

 all exercise books and textbooks required for the subjects each day.  

 pencil case and calculator  

 PE kit when required  

 Planner and rough booklet  

It might also be helpful if students had a small, pocket English dictionary. 
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Room tidiness 
 

Boarding helps students become more independent, responsible and organised.  A simple 

way to start developing these skills is by keeping their room and communal spaces tidy. 

 

To assist housekeeping staff, boarders are requested to put things away and make their 

beds in the morning.   

 

Boarders of opposite sex are not 

allowed into each other’s 

accommodation areas.  There are 

a number of communal areas 

around the house where all 

boarders can socialise together.   

 

Parents and family members may 

visit their child’s room on the first 

and last day of the academic year.   

 

At all other times, including weekends, student accommodation areas are out of bounds 

to all family members.  This is part of our safeguarding procedure. 

 

Boarders in years 7, 8 and 9 are not allowed any food in their rooms.  All other year groups 

may store snacks in rooms if they manage this sensibly.  Under no circumstances should 

perishable food be kept in rooms.  

 

Keeping our boarders safe 
 

Access to the boarding site 
 

Our boarding house is located in the small village of Heversham.  It is a safe, rural 

community.   

 

To comply with boarding house security to keep all boarders safe: 

 only students and staff can enter the boarding house using their security fob 

 the boarding site has CCTV cameras. 

 

If boarders lose keys or fobs, they should report this to a member of staff straight away.  

Replacement keys and fobs will be charged to the boarding house account (£5 each). 

 

Boarders are expected to look after their own personal items and respect others’ 

belongings. 
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Signing in and signing out 
 

To maintain our duty of care and keep track of boarders’ movements they are required to 

sign out of the boarding house and have this countersigned by a member of staff.  On 

return, boarders must sign back in.  Sign out boundaries vary per year group and during 

the course of the year, bearing in mind daylight hours for example. As a rule of thumb: 

 Boarders in Years 7-9 may sign out in pairs or small groups to Heversham and 

Milnthorpe (within two miles of the boarding house), during daylight hours.   

 Boarders in Year 10 may sign out to Kendal (nearest town, 11 miles away) during 

the day, in pairs or small groups, if the details of the excursion are purposeful and 

agreed with boarding staff in advance. 

 Boarders in Year 11 may sign out alone during daylight hours if deemed 

appropriate.  Year 11 boarders may travel to Kendal and Lancaster (nearest city, 

15 miles away) in pairs, or small groups during the day, but must discuss the 

proposed plan in detail. 

 Sixth Form boarders may sign out individually, in pairs or small groups to sensible 

locations, in line with their maturity, general conduct and on consideration of the 

proposed plan. Sixth Form boarders who wish to go out for a meal beyond 

Milnthorpe in the evening must have written permission from parents beforehand.  

Our boarding team will carefully consider all after dark sign out requests in light of 

boarders safety. 

 

All boarders must sign back in face-to-face with a member of the boarding 

staff. 
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Emergency procedures 
 

When boarders join us, we will walk them through the emergency evacuation drills in 

detail.  Subsequent drills will take place during the course of the year to keep the 

emergency procedures fresh in people’s minds. 

 

What to do if boarders discover a fire: 

1. Activate the fire alarm. 

2. Evacuate the building, closing doors and alerting as many of the boarding 

community as possible. 

 

What to do if boarders hear the fire alarm: 

1. Leave the building immediately by the quickest marked escape route, closing all 
doors on the way out. 

2. Report to the assembly area on the Sports Field and stand with roommates in the 
order they have been shown. 

3. Remain calm and quiet for a roll call and any further instructions. 

4. Do not re-enter the building until the boarders have been told they can. 

 

Lockdown procedure 

In the event of the lockdown bell being sounded: 

1. Keep calm. 

2. Move to the nearest room if safe and close all the windows and blinds. 

3. Block access points, turn off lights, keeping away from windows and doors. 

4. Wait for the all clear signal. 
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Laundry 
 

Each boarder will be given a laundry number and a laundry box at the start of term.  Dirty 

laundry should be kept in the laundry box. 

 

When is laundry done? 

  

Even laundry numbers – laundry should be brought down before 8:15 on Monday and 

Wednesday.   

Odd laundry numbers – laundry should be brought down before 8:15 on Tuesday and 

Thursday.   

 

Bedding is changed every two weeks. 

 

All clothing should be clearly marked with a name or a laundry number except for 

underwear.  Numbered net bags are provided for all boarders and should be used for 

underwear.  Sixth Formers may do their own washing using the domestic machines 

available.  Any unnamed items will be put in the Dining Room every week and at the end 

of the half term for boarders to collect any items belonging to them.  Any uncollected items 

at the end of half term will be donated to charity. 
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Health and medication arrangements 
 

All boarders are registered with a local doctor. 

The Boarding House Medical Officer will provide support for your child’s health during 

term-time including any emergency care, if necessary.  Regular and emergency clinics 

are held in the Medical Room, on-site.  The Medical Officer offers general counselling 

support and gives specific advice in the areas of health education and diet.  In addition, 

we have the services of a qualified counsellor and she will see boarders in consultation 

with staff.   If your child needs to see a doctor the Medical Officer will book an appointment 

for them.    

The medical forms that are sent to you are very important and it is essential that we 

receive these prior to arrival.  It is vital to your child’s health and welfare that we know all 

past and present medical history including allergies, hospital referrals, hospital 

admissions, hospital treatment, behavioural problems and child guidance referrals etc. 

 For safety, all medicines are to be handed to the Medical Officer at the start of term 

or half-term.  

 Medicines are kept in a locked cabinet in the Medical Room and distributed by a 

member of staff.  Sixth Form boarders may be permitted to keep their own 

medicines with the Medical Officer’s consent.  

 Parents should inform the Medical Officer of any changes in a boarder’s medication 

or of any significant medical treatments / vaccinations received by a boarder during 

the holidays. 

 We have a sick-bay at the boarding house if boarders need care during the school 

day. 

 In the event of a serious illness or accident we will contact parents straight away 

and will look after your child until you can get to us.   

 If your child requires orthodontist treatment, we ask that you discuss it with our 

Medical Officer prior to arrival.  Boarding staff are unable to accompany boarders 

to regular orthodontist appointments so these should be scheduled during the 

holidays. 
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Participation in activities 

To help ensure a healthy balanced 

academic and social lifestyle we 

encourage boarders to participate in 

regular activities both at school and 

boarding.  Joining in with sports 

competitions, drama productions, day trips 

to nearby cities and outdoor pursuits like 

ghyll-scrambling help them make friends, 

socialise and develop personal skills such 

as courage and resilience. 

 

We want our boarders to have the best experiences from their time in school and at 

boarding.  Our houseparents consult with boarders and put together a varied programme 

of on-site and off-site evening and weekend activities. 

 

Boarders in Years 7-10 are expected to take part in at least three activities during the 

week and two activities at weekends, one on each day. 

 

Boarders in Years 11-13 are expected to participate in regular activities but with more 

flexibility.   

 

The cost for any activities the student signs up for will go on the end of term bill.  See 

below for approximate prices for activities (excluding transport). 

Approximate costs  
 

Big city £10  
TRAV 

Via Ferrata  £39 Hike Free 

Pony trekking £24 Team sports  
 

Free Ten-pin bowling £7.50 

Go-karting £25 Pine Lake water 
sports 

£25 Mountain biking £30 

Mini Cross Bay Walk £2 Paintballing £35 Blackpool fun 
Park 

£25 

Cinema £7.50 Swimming 
 

£4.50 Park Run Free 

Alton Towers  £32 Theatre £18 Outdoor ed £25 
 

Dallam School is proud to be a licensed Duke of Edinburgh organisation.  We encourage 

all boarders to join the programme to gain worthwhile skills valued by universities and 

employers.  The Duke of Edinburgh programme has a strong outdoor element of the 

programme so we recommend participants invest in good quality waterproofs, warm 

clothes and walking boots.  See what to bring list.  
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Music lessons 
 

We offer a wide range of instrument tuition 

at Dallam.  If your child wishes to have 

music lessons at school please return the 

music tuition form in your joining pack to 

boardingadmissions@dallamschool.co.uk. 

In addition to opportunities at school, a local 

music teacher visits the boarding house 

during weekday evenings and teaches 

piano and voice.  Parents can book these 

lessons through their child’s House Tutor once the school term has started. 

 

English as a Foreign Language (EFL) course 
 

Students can opt to take an additional course in English as a Foreign Language to build 

their confidence and strengthen their language skills.  Parents can enrol their child on the 

EFL course as part of the application process. 

 

Pocket money 
 

As a guideline, we suggest the following amounts for pocket money (allowance) 

 Years 7, 8, 9 from £8-10 per week 

 Years 10 and 11 from £10-15 per week 

 Years 12, 13 - decided between parents and students  

 
The amounts given above should be 
enough for routine expenditure. The 
cost of organised activities, 
contributions to school trips etc. will 
be put on the termly bill. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:boardingadmissions@dallamschool.co.uk
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Bank accounts 
 

We encourage all boarders to open a bank account prior to arriving at the boarding house 

so items can be paid for by card, electronically and cash accessed via an ATM in 

Milnthorpe, when needed.   

 

Part-time jobs 
We want Dallam students to gain a challenging and balanced education and achieve the 

best results possible.  This requires a dedicated level of personal study, especially for 

students following GCSE, A-Level or BTEC courses.  

 

We knows that part time jobs can be an important aspect of learning and development 

but to ensure your child’s academic success is not compromised, we will only agree to 

sixth form boarders taking a part-time job as long as they are maintaining a high academic 

standard and they have the support of their Form Tutor, their Boarding Tutor and 

permission from home.  

 

Keeping in touch 

Contact with family and 

friends 

We encourage boarders to keep in 

regular contact with family and friends 

at home.  We understand its importance 

for both parents and students.  

To avoid disruption to the boarding 

routine, we ask that phone and video 

calls and text conversations take place 

outside of prep time and before lights 

out.  Please be aware of any time 

differences.  

For students in Years 10 - 13, access to social network sites are restricted to certain times 

of the day.  Students gain greater access as they move up the school.  This is the same 

in all good UK boarding schools to help students manage their time using effectively. 
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Homesickness 
 

During the first few weeks, your child may miss you and the rest of the family and may 

have periods of unhappiness.  You will miss them too.  This is a very normal process and 

we will work together to help them settle in.  It is very important that you make us aware, of 

any concerns you have.  We have experience in dealing with homesickness and we can 

advise you on the best approach to overcome it.  We have found that regular contact with 

families at home really helps and boarders really enjoy receiving ‘real’ letters through the 

post.  Click here for the boarding house address. 

Visits 

Parents or other family members are most welcome to visit at any time.   

Boarders are welcome to visit home, guardians or family and friends on any weekend. 

Parents are expected to organise the travel arrangements, but we can help book if given 

at least 24 hours’ notice. 

Contact with boarding staff 

Boarding staff are available to see parents at the start of each half-term and at other times 

by appointment.  Simply contact your child’s House Tutor via email to arrange a meeting.  

Boarding staff enjoy regularly updating parents on boarder’s progress.   

In addition to the normal school reports and newsletters, our boarding team will send 

parents a boarding house report in the first two weeks to let you know how your child is 

settling in, and a full boarding report every term.   Click here for our contact details.  

Mobile providers 

EE or Virgin Mobile provide the best signal in our area.  Communal areas are equipped 

with wireless internet coverage so a laptop is a great item to bring for both work and play.  
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Communication within the boarding house 
 

We have a huge noticeboard in the entrance area.  This is one of the best ways for 

boarders to easily find out about events and important notices.  The noticeboards will also 

let boarders know which members of the boarding team are on duty and where to find 

them.  House staff mobile numbers are also on display in case of emergencies.  

 

Weekly Boarding Tutor groups are also important times to pass on important information 

and provide an opportunity for boarders to discuss boarding issues and share ideas.  

Pastoral contact between school and boarding 

The staff in the boarding house work closely 

with school staff in monitoring the work, effort, 

behaviour and overall wellbeing of boarders in 

the school.   

Boarders are interviewed, regularly and 

informally, about their work, and how they are 

progressing.  

 

Brief notes are made, and targets set for them to make further progress.  

Often, students will be encouraged to discuss the matters raised with their form tutor at 

school, or a particular subject teacher.  

If that is the case, then boarding staff will always follow this up with the student and with 

the teacher concerned if that helps. 

The Headteacher, Head of Boarding and Houseparents live on-site at the boarding house.  
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The house system 
 

As part of our process for helping 

boarders to settle in and get to know 

others, we assign them to a house team 

– either Windermere or Coniston.  Each 

house is led by boarding staff and senior 

boarders.   

House teams come together throughout 

the year to compete in a variety of sports 

and fun events such as: football, 

volleyball, rounders, dodgeball, tug-of-

war, quizzes and cooking competitions, 

to name but a few.   

Points are gained through the competitions and at the end of the second term, the overall 

winning team is announced.  The aim of the house system is to promote leadership, team 

spirit, a sense of fun whilst encouraging boarders to get involved in wide-ranging activities 

and events.   

 

Staff responsibility for students 
 

 Members of boarding staff are on duty at all times.  Any phone calls to 015395 63377 

will be picked up by administrative staff during the school day and boarding staff when 

the boarders are on-site. 

 During the school day, staff presence varies in line with meetings, appointments and 

other operational commitments.   

 Arrangements will be made to look after boarders who are too unwell to attend school. 

 Boarding staff responsibilities end at the end of term, according to the times and dates 

provided on the academic year calendar. 

 After the holidays, staff supervision and duty of care for boarders starts when 

boarders sign into the boarding house office.  Whilst travelling and including any time 

spent at airports, boarders are the responsibility of their parents and guardians. 

 See also – Visits to family or friends’ homes 
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Boarding Leadership Team (BLT) 
 

The BLT is an elected group of six Year 13 

boarding students whose role it is to represent 

and act on behalf of the boarders.  The BLT 

meet with the Head of Boarding every week to 

discuss a range of boarding matters and to 

plan initiatives and events for the house. 

Each year, through a detailed selection 

process, a Year 13 boarder is nominated as 

the Chair of the BLT.  Their role is to represent 

the boarding house at meetings and other 

events throughout the year.   

Of course, these meetings do not mean that boarders cannot raise matters informally at 

any time with staff.  We aim to be approachable in the way we relate to students, and we 

encourage them to express their views. 

The house suggestion box is another channel to pass on information, suggestions and 

concerns discretely for those who prefer to communicate in this way. 

Student leadership 
 

Every opportunity will be given for all boarders to develop their leadership skills.   

In particular, Year 12 boarders will be expected to contribute towards the Community 

Leadership Programme whereby boarders support staff in the running of the boarding 

house.   

The aims of the programme are:  

 to expose all Year 12 boarders to the rigours of Community Leadership and 

opportunities for personal growth and development.   

 to become part of the BLT in year 13. 

 to develop key skills including leadership, moral courage, timekeeping, multitasking 

and personal organisation. 

 to increase the overall supervision and leadership presence in and around the 

boarding house. 

 
 



30 
 

School buses 
 

 Boarders in Years 7-11 need to be in the Dining Room or Big School by 8:00, ready 

to catch the school bus.  Sixth Form boarders need to be ready at 8:20 to catch the 

first bus or the second shuttle. 

 Boarders in Years 7-9 who choose to walk to school must be in pairs and leave the 

boarding site by 8.15, in order to reach school on time.  Sixth formers need to 

depart by 8:25. 

 All boarders catch the regular school bus from the school main entrance at 15:30.  

On arrival back to the House, all boarders register in the Dining Room. 

Unaccompanied overnight outings 
 

Boarders cannot sign out for the weekend/overnight stays unless accompanied by family 

or a responsible adult verified by parents and boarding staff.  As a rule of thumb, we 

regard a responsible adult to be a professional over the age of 25. 

Students are not permitted to sign out to attend parties, or elsewhere, where there is no 

responsible adult verified by parents and boarding staff at any time whilst under the care 

of Dallam School. 

 

Visits to family or friends’ homes 
 

Boarders are encouraged to have 

friends outside the boarding house. 

They can invite friends into the 

boarding house and visit their friends' 

homes and stay overnight, once they 

have permission from parents and 

boarding staff.   

If boarders wish to stay overnight at a 

friends or family member’s home we 

would confirm parents are happy with this and that the host family parent confirm they are 

willing to have the boarder stay overnight and take over duty of care responsibilities. 

Boarders can invite other Dallam students to stay overnight in the boarding house.  

Boarding staff will let boarders know the procedures to follow for this. 
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Student wellbeing 
 

We run a wellbeing programme for boarding students to ensure they stay healthy and safe 

in the school and personal life.  Topics we look at include: 

 settling in 

 making friends 

 maintaining good mental health 

 exercise and health topics 

 managing exam stress 

 being safe online 

 healthy relationships 

 drug and alcohol advice 

 preparing for university 

Wellbeing sessions are run either by houseparents or expert outside speakers. 

 

Places of worship 
 

There is no compulsory attendance at church but boarders are able to visit any church of 

their choice in the locality in their free time or in preference to an alternative boarding 

activity. 

 

Nearby places of worship: 

 St. Peter's Heversham  

 Trinity Church, Dallam School  

 St. Thomas's Milnthorpe   

 Christ the King (R C) Milnthorpe   

 

Bicycles and cars 

 

For road safety and space limitations, we are unable to allow boarders to bring their own 

bicycles to boarding.  Boarders aren’t allowed to have their own cars either.   

We organise transport for trips either by coach, train or school mini bus.  For activities 

such as mountain biking, we will arrange suitable equipment for the group. 

Due to the risks associated with inexperienced drivers in rural locations, we advise against 

boarders travelling in student cars.  Boarders may only travel in third party cars if an adult 

is driving and the nature of the journey has been discussed in advance with boarding staff, 

and all safeguarding matters are deemed appropriate. 
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Holidays in term time 
In the UK, absence during term time is not 

allowed unless the Headteacher has 

authorised it under exceptional 

circumstances.   

Requests for absence during term time 

are made via the Absence request form 

and sent to your child’s Pastoral Co-

ordinator.  Please note, completion of the 

form does not mean that the absence is 

authorised.  The school will let you know 

the outcome of your application within 

five working days of receipt. 

Please contact your child’s Pastoral Co-ordinator (see table below) if you would like to 

discuss an exceptional situation that may require term time absence.   

Heversham Owls house 
(forms B, R and 9W) 

Mrs H Winters h.winters@dallamschool.co.uk  

Milnthorpe Deer house 
(forms D, K and 10W) 

Mr R Preston r.preston@dallamschool.co.uk  

Leasgill Wolves house 
(forms G, L and 7 and 8 W) 

Miss J Thompson j.thompson@dallamschool.co.uk  

 
Click here for factors that will be considered for a term time absence request. 

 

Unable to return due to illness 
 

If your child becomes ill during a break or home visit and is unable to return to school, 

please ensure that you contact the boarding house to let us know they will not be in 

school.  We will require a note from you when the child returns back to the boarding house 

to verify the absence.  Please do not make arrangements for your child to return to the 

boarding house if they are unfit for school the following day. 

 

  

mailto:h.winters@dallamschool.co.uk
mailto:r.preston@dallamschool.co.uk
mailto:j.thompson@dallamschool.co.uk
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Equal opportunities statement 
 

With the welcoming and inclusive 

ethos of Dallam School, we will 

ensure that:  

 no member of the school 

community is a victim of 

sexist, racist, or other 

discriminatory attitudes on 

the grounds of religious 

belief, disability or sexual 

orientation. 

 stereotypes are not perpetuated and where such ideas occur, they are challenged. 

 all boarders are encouraged to perceive difference positively and to develop 

confidence and a sense of self-worth.  

 boarders are encouraged to become independent and to recognise and make 

constructive criticism of bias and prejudice. 

 

Anti-bullying 

 

Our boarding house fosters healthy friendships between all ages but we accept that 

sometimes differences of opinion do occur.  As with school, behaviour in the boarding 

house should follow our core values and we therefore expect boarders to have mutual 

respect and compassion for each other. 

Any unkind behaviour or bullying is not tolerated.  Boarders are encouraged to tell a 

member of staff quickly if they suspect bullying may be taking place, in any form whether 

this be verbal, physical or through electronic means.   

Cases of suspected bullying are investigated thoroughly, and acted upon quickly and 

decisively.   

ICT policy 

The school ICT acceptable use policy and the option for students to bring their own 

devices applies at boarding. 

 

Other policies 
 

Full details of all school policies can be found here on the school website.  

https://dallamschool.co.uk/school/governance-and-policies/policies/
https://dallamschool.co.uk/school/governance-and-policies/policies/
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Alcohol, smoking and illegal substances 
 

Smoking, drinking alcohol and use of illegal substances are prohibited on-site.  Anyone 

breaking this rule is liable to being sent home for a fixed period of time.   

Boarders in Year 12 and 13 can visit local pubs, bars and restaurants on Fridays and 

Saturdays with permission from boarding staff and are trusted drink sensibly.  Underage 

drinking is not tolerated – the legal age for drinking in the UK is 18 years old.   

 

Code of conduct 
Boarding house rules reflect the School's Code of Conduct.  A boarder has the right to 

benefit fully from the opportunities the House provides without hindrance from others. 

These rights include: 

 the right to learn 

 the right to enjoy a well-cared for environment 

 the right to personal safety 

 the right to security of property 

 the right to have pride in belonging 

 the right to equality in the enjoyment of these rights. 

Everyone must accept responsibility for protecting these community rights by displaying 

common sense and common courtesy to staff and fellow boarders.    

 

Sanctions 
 
Sanctions vary according to circumstances.  Most minor indiscretions can be dealt with 

by reminding boarders of their responsibilities.   

For persistent offenders or more serious offences sanctions might include: additional 

community duties (such as kitchen duties), a reflection piece, letter of apology or removal 

of privileges or other restrictions, such as not leaving the site or if deemed appropriate 

withdrawal from activities, trips and visits.   

Minor issues are dealt with in-house and are recorded but we will communicate with 

parents/carers about persistent or more serious incidences. 
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Guardians 
 
Each boarder must have a named guardian in the UK who is able to respond within 24 

hours, and react to a range of possible emergency situations at school and the boarding 

house such as: serious illness requiring hospitalisation, a situation where the house is 

closed at short notice (fire, gas leak) or serious discipline situations where boarders are 

temporarily or permanently excluded. 

The responsibility of a guardian can be carried out by parents, a family member or a 

nominated responsible adult in the UK but they must be able to guarantee the stipulated 

24 hour reaction time.  Parents and carers who are unable to respond to situations with 

the 24 hour period must indicate a suitable guardian before duty of care is handed to the 

boarding house.  All parents and carers who are acting as guardians themselves must 

indicate a secondary adult who may take over guardianship duties if they cannot be 

reached or if they are away on business for example. 
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Worries or complaints 
 

If you or your child has any worries or concerns, we are here to listen and help in any way 

we can.  All boarding staff and school’s pastoral team are always ready to help, as are 

close friends and older boarders to whom boarders feel they can turn to.  

If a boarder feels they wish to speak to someone independent of school, we have an 

independent listener and counsellor who are available to boarders, or various contact 

details for children’s advice agencies displayed around the house.   

Click here to see the complaints procedure. 

 

Period of notice for withdrawal from the boarding house 
 

For all year groups parents must give two full terms’ notice in writing to the Headteacher 

if you wish to withdraw your child from the boarding house.   

Please refer to section 1.4 of your boarding agreement which will give more detailed 

information about boarder withdrawal. 

 

Boarding deposit 
 

When your child has completed 

their education with the school, the 

boarding deposit will be returned 

after payment of all outstanding 

invoices has been paid.   
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School term dates 
 

Dallam School term dates can be found on the school website.  For detailed departure and 

arrival information for boarders, please refer to the boarding school calendar in this 

handbook 

Start and end of each half-term 
 

The boarding house is closed for each half-

term in October, February and May as well as 

Christmas, Easter and summer holidays in line 

with published term dates. 

This year’s boarding term dates can be found 

at the back of this booklet. 

We understand that travel arrangements may 

dictate when boarders need to leave at the end of terms.  Leaving dates and times should 

be discussed and agreed with our team so school and boarding staff know your child’s 

leaving arrangements.   

During half term, Christmas and Easter 

holidays, boarders’ personal items can 

normally be stored in their rooms.  If 

rooms are needed during the holidays, 

we will ask boarders to empty their 

rooms and we will store their 

belongings securely on- site. 

During the summer break, all rooms 

need to be vacated. Personal 

belongings of returning students can 

be stored at the house during the 

summer holiday in a separate room so the accommodation areas can be deep cleaned 

and any redecoration work can be done before the next academic year.   
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Essential travel information 
 

Coordinating travel itineraries for 140 boarders to over 20 countries can be challenging. 

However, through prior experiences and discussion with parents, we know that many 

appreciate any help and support we can give.  We have developed a system that we hope 

will help everyone, especially parents who live abroad.   

What we must help you with: 

 We need to book all taxis, for all boarders, at the start of each holiday, from the 

boarding house to all outbound destinations to include: train stations and airports.  

We need to book all taxis for everyone due to our rural location and the limited 

number of taxi companies in the area. This is also to know exactly who is getting 

into which taxis, to know that taxis have actually been booked, to prevent boarders 

getting into the wrong taxi, and to prevent individual boarders booking multiple taxis 

when they can share resources and save money.  All taxi costs will be charged to 

students’ individual accounts. 

 We need to book all taxis, for all boarders, arriving at any UK airport, ready to travel 

directly to the boarding house (for similar reasons as above). 

What we can help you with: 

 We can arrange all train tickets for boarders in years 7-10.  Parents can request 

our help on the transport form that we’ll send to you. 

What we cannot help you with:  

 We are not able to book any flights for any boarders at any time. 

 We are not able to arrange any train tickets for boarders in Years 11-13. Senior 

boarders may approach their Boarding Tutor for guidance on how to do this for 

themselves. 

 We are not able to arrange any taxis from train stations to the boarding house after 

the holidays due to the uncertainty of connections. 

Where possible, we will try and help and advise with travel arrangements. 

All travel details for the outgoing and returning journeys need completed on the Holiday 

Transport Information Form 21 days before the start of the holiday.  The form is sent to 

parents each half term.  
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Please arrange all holiday travel plans in 

line with the boarding school calendar.  

Once all of the travel forms have been 

returned, a member of staff develop the 

most sensible and efficient plan.  If 

transport forms are received after the 

deadline, our ability to help and find cost 

effective means of travel are reduced.   

To enable cost-effective travel by taxi from 

airports to the boarding house, we normally 

ask boarders to wait at a pre-determined 

location within the terminal until a sizable 

group has been formed.  This group will then take a taxi together.  It is not uncommon for 

boarders to wait in the terminal building for a couple of hours until other boarder’s flights 

have landed. If we know that young boarders are coming in alone, we will make alternative 

arrangements between boarding staff and relevant parents.  

If you feel that your child requires additional support and adult supervision at any stage 

whilst traveling to and from home, please discuss with the boarding staff and note any 

arrangements on the travel form. 

 

End of course departures 
 

We will support you and your child through the process of leaving Dallam.   

Year 13 students normally attend the Leavers’ Ball once they have completed their final 

exams.  Departures should be arranged with boarding staff. 

Year 11 GCSE students who are not returning for Dallam Sixth Form can arrange leaving 

dates for after their last exam. 

When boarders leave Dallam for another school, university or a job, they need to ensure 

all of their belongings are taken away to make room for new boarders.  We cannot store 

items on-site once they have left Dallam.   
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Year 13 Leavers’ Ball (June) 
 

Any boarder who attends the Leavers’ Ball is encouraged to return to the boarding house 

afterwards.  Following our normal procedure for overnight stays elsewhere whilst under 

our care, a boarder can stay overnight elsewhere where there will be a responsible adult. 

If a boarder wishes to stay out overnight without being supervised by a nominated adult, 

then they must have written consent from their parent/carer first. 

 

Duke of Edinburgh expeditions 
 

Year 12 boarders who opt to take part in the Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award will undertake 

their four-day practice expedition in the Lake District during the last week of the summer 

term.  These boarders normally return to the boarding house on the last Tuesday of the 

term.  They will stay overnight in the boarding house on the Tuesday, clean and sort out all 

their kit and are then free to depart, usually by Wednesday midday. 

Year 13 boarders who are doing the Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award will undertake their 

four-day qualifying expedition in the Lake District during a long weekend in September to 

avoid the need for them to return after their exams. 

Duke of Edinburgh expeditions in other years will usually take place during term time.  
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Frequently asked questions 
 

Q.  How does my child get from the boarding house in Heversham to the 

teaching site in Milnthorpe? 

A. Students are taken to and from the boarding house by the school bus or they can 

walk the short distance. They may also be picked up in a boarding vehicle if after 

school classes/activities are scheduled. 

Q. How does my child travel to/from either Liverpool or Manchester airports? 

A. Providing you forward all flight details to the boarding house 14 days before each 

holiday, we will help you coordinate your child’s travel plan.  See Essential travel 

information.  

Arnside and Oxenholme stations are the closest to the boarding house.  Trains 

depart directly to both Manchester Airport and London Euston from there.  Tickets 

can be bought through the boarding staff (Years 7-10) or see 

www.nationalrail.co.uk or www.thetrainline.com.  A taxi to Manchester Airport costs 

approximately £95 for one student one way but the boarding house will do its best 

to arrange for other students arriving/departing at similar times to share a taxi, 

thereby reducing the cost.   

Q.  How does my child make contact with home? 

A. All boarders can use a variety of internet-based phone and video applications to 

make contact with home from the boarding house. They can also email. There is 

also a pay phone in the boarding house.  

Q. Where does my child have their meals? 

A. Breakfast, tea and supper (light snack) are served at the boarding house. Lunch is 

provided on the Milnthorpe site during the school week where a cashless catering 

system is in operation using a scan of your child’s finger.  

Boarding students are allocated a pre-set amount per day to their account for lunch 

allocation from their boarding fee.   At the weekends students have a ‘brunch’, tea 

and light supper at the boarding house.    

Q.  Is there a uniform for Sixth Form students? 

A.  Sixth Formers are not required to wear uniform but they are expected to wear smart 

businesswear. Please click here for more details. 

Q. How do the students keep their pocket money? 

A. The majority of students choose to open a bank account.  The school prepares an 

introductory letter for each student to enable them to do this. There is at least one 

high street bank in Milnthorpe. 

 

http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/
https://dallam-my.sharepoint.com/personal/u_mistry_dallamschool_co_uk/Documents/Boarding/www.thetrainline.com
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Q. Where do I purchase school 

uniform? (Note lower school 

only - Years 7-11) 

A. Find details on school uniform 

and where to buy it here.   

Items will be delivered to school 

prior to the start of the autumn 

term and taken to the boarding 

house ready for you.   

Please bring along name 

tapes for naming garments. A 

laundry marker is also useful. 

Q. What mobile phone company has the best reception in the boarding house 

and surrounding area? 

A. The EE network gets good reception.  Virgin is also on the EE network and works 

well.  

Q.  When can I use my mobile phone? 

A.  Mobile phones are part of everyday life but we do expect boarders to use them 

sensibly.  Phones are not allowed to be used during prep, during meal times or 

after lights out.  If boarders are deemed to be using phones excessively, 

reasonable interventions will be put in place. 

Q.  Are games consoles allowed in rooms?   

A. The boarding house has a range of activities on offer to entertain boarders in 

common social areas, including games consoles.  Boarders in Years 7-11 are not 

allowed to have game consoles in their bedrooms.   

Q.  Can senior students do their own laundry? 

A.  The boarding house has an in-house laundry. However, smaller domestic 

machines are available if senior students wish to do their own washing.  

Q. Does all clothing need to be named? 

A.  Yes, all clothing except underwear must be clearly named (or numbered) in order 

for the laundry to work efficiently and minimise the amount of lost property 

Q.  When are the boarding fees invoices sent? 

A. Invoices are sent out in advance of the start of each term. Payment should be made 

at least one week before the start of each term.  The boarding fee is split into 3 

payments.   
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Q. If my child participates in weekend 

activities/trips organised by the 

boarding house how will these be 

paid for? 

A.  The activities cost is invoiced to you 

one term in arrears i.e. activities 

participated in the autumn term will be 

billed at the same time as the spring 

term boarding invoice.    

These will appear as ‘extras’ on the 

invoice and you will receive an 

itemised account detailing the activities your child took part in during that period.  

Any queries relating to finance matters should be addressed to Mrs Hamer, Chief 

Finance Officer – j.hamer@dallamschool.co.uk  

Q. Is my child able to store luggage during the main school holidays?   

A. All boarders who are returning to Dallam the following academic year may store 

luggage at the boarding house during the holidays and over the summer holiday 

period. (A storage room will be provided.) 

However, no storage facilities are available once the student has completed their 

course of study and left the boarding house.  

Students may be asked to clear their rooms during other holiday periods if the 

rooms are being used during this time.  In this instance a secure storage area and 

boxes will be provided to students for their belongings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:j.hamer@dallamschool.co.uk
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Boarding school calendar 
 

Autumn term 2022 

 

New boarders and BLT 

arrive           

Monday 5 September 

Returning boarders arrive Tuesday 6 September 

School starts Wednesday 7 September 

Students leave for half 

term 

Friday 21 October by 14.00 hours 

Students return  Sunday 30 October between 10.00 am and 22.00 

hours 

End of term Wednesday 21 December by 14.00 hours 

 

Spring term 2023 

 

All boarders return           Tuesday 3 January  

School starts Wednesday 4 January 

Students leave for half 

term 

Friday 17 February by 14.00 hours 

Students return Sunday 26 February between 10.00 am and 22.00 

hours 

End of term Friday 31 March by 14.00 hours 

 

 

Summer term 2023 

 

All boarders return           Monday 17 April  

School starts Tuesday 18 April 

Students leave for half 

term 

Friday 26 May by 14.00 hours 

Students return Sunday 4 June between 10.00 am and 22.00 hours 

All boarders leave by Thursday 20 July at 14.00 hours 

 

To facilitate a smooth departure at the end of the school 

year, students are able to depart from Wednesday 19 

July from 14:00 hours. 

 

All students in Years 11 and 13 need to vacate the boarding house after their final 

examination in the summer term.  
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Appendix 
 

The content of this handbook is an accurate description of policy and procedures at the 

time of publication.  Routines may be subject to change. 

 

1 Room tidiness Restrictions are placed on students who continuously fail 
to respect the relevant house standards with regards to 
room tidiness.  
 
Upon taking over a new room, boarders are asked to 
complete a room agreement, identifying any irregularities 
within the room.  Staff will countersign the form and 
boarders are then responsible for reporting any breakages 
throughout the year.   
 
When handing back the room, the room agreement is 
reviewed and any discrepancies may be billed to the 
boarder.  This system aims to ensure that bedrooms are 
well maintained and boarders take ownership for their living 
areas. 
 

2 Security Boarders in Years 7-10 will be asked to hand their 
passports, travel tickets and important documentation to 
the boarding staff for safe-keeping. These items are 
secured within the house safe and are available at any time 
upon request.   
 
It is important that boarders do not keep large sums of 
money on their person, or in their rooms and everyone is 
encouraged to observe common sense security measures.  
 
The school cannot accept responsibility for the loss or theft 
of personal items to include mobile phones or computer 
equipment, and these items should not be lent to other 
boarders or left unattended. 
 

3 School uniform Students who fail to adhere to the school dress code will be 
sent back to the boarding house to change. 
 

4 Health and 
medication 
arrangements 

Boarders aged over 16 can choose their own local G.P. if they 
wish and have the right to refuse or consent to their own 
treatment.  However, if any boarder does not follow the 
medical advice of the Boarding House Medical Officer, then 
they may need to be looked after by family or a designated 
guardian. 
 
Boarders are able to see a G.P. either in private or 
accompanied as they wish, depending on their age.  Boarders 
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aged 16 and over may self-refer but they must inform the 
Medical Officer that they have booked an appointment.  They 
can choose whether they disclose the nature of the 
appointment, or not. 
 
Treatment and care for chronic ailments also needs to be 
discussed in advance of arrival, since there must be sensible 
boundaries placed on the care that boarding staff are able to 
give boarders throughout the term. 

5 Money The Boarding House does not make pocket money loans, and 
we are unable to pay for taxis from the boarding account. 
 
The school cannot cash cheques, nor can families use the 

end of term account to finance pocket money requirements. 

6 Factors considered 
when looking at 
term time absence 
requests 

Student’s previous attendance history 

If the student has a poor attendance history for any reason 

(i.e. below 97%) it is unlikely that a request will be authorised.  

If they have previously had holiday absence, particularly 

within the same academic year, it is unlikely the request will 

be authorised. 

Stage of education 

The impact of absence for holidays on a student’s education 

will vary according to their age, year group, their ability and 

the curriculum being delivered during the planned absence.  

Clearly, Year 10 and 11 GCSE, AS, A2 and IB courses are 

very important.   

Similarly, students who have learning difficulties or who are 

behind with their work programme are particularly vulnerable 

to having their work disrupted by absence.  Students will need 

to request work from their teachers for the period of absence 

if granted. All of this will be taken into account when 

considering each request. 

Time of the year 

The main factors are Controlled Assessments, GCSE linear 

exams, coursework and other assessments the student may 

be required to take.  It is unlikely that authorisation will be 

granted if the absence dates coincide with any 

assessments/exams/coursework deadlines or preparatory 

work for these periods. 

Examination dates: 

GCSEs:    
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November/May/June – contact school for exact dates  

A-Levels/BTECs:   

January, May and June – contact school for exact dates 

 

Nature of planned trip 

Factors considered include the length, destination and 

purpose of the trip and whether it is likely to be a rare event 

in the student’s life.  Repeated requests throughout a 

student’s school attendance are unlikely to be authorised. 

Family circumstances 

The above relate to circumstances where parents are unable 

to take term time holidays because of the nature of their 

employment.  However, this should not be a yearly 

occurrence.  Each request will be considered individually. 

Requests for absence outside of these times must be made 

using the appropriate form and written permission must be 

given. 

7 Complaints How to make a complaint as boarder 

Sometimes you may wish to talk about a concern or worry.   

The first thing to do is to speak to any member of staff that 

you trust.   You can take along a friend or another member of 

staff.   This will usually resolve the matter. 

If the matter cannot easily be settled it may be necessary to 
make a formal complaint.  Please follow the school’s 
complaints policy.  

 

  

https://dallamschool.co.uk/school/governance-and-policies/policies/
https://dallamschool.co.uk/school/governance-and-policies/policies/
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