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Independent advice and guidance

Year 12

Working Lunches

+ summer term university visit (TBC)
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Dallam School
Year 12 Futures Evening

Sam Read

s.read@northumbria.ac.uk.



The Basics.

Universities & courses 
have codes, such as 
‘N77’ and ‘WW2P’

OFFERS: Conditional, 
Unconditional, Unsuccessful

You upload everything 
via UCAS, including 
personal statement

RESPONSES: Firm, 
Insurance, Decline

All UK students apply 
via UCAS

You can choose one 
course (£22) or up to 
five courses (£26.50)



OCT

15

Oxbridge
Medicine
Dentistry
Veterinary  

Deadline.



JAN 

25

All other 
courses and 
universities

Deadline.

Most 
important date 
is that given to 
you by 
school/college!



What is a personal 
statement? 4,000 characters or 47 

lines

Many courses don’t hold 
interviews or request 
portfolios

A ‘cover letter’ that supports 
their application



What do they 
look for?

Enthusiasm for their subject

Clear structure: 80/20?

Evidence that they’ve thought 
about what you want to do

Why they are a good 
candidate



What to cover

 What bearing do your current studies have on your selection?

 What experiences have you gained from your studies?

 What interests you about the course/subject area?

 Do you have a career goal?

 What skills and attributes do you have?

 What do you do in your spare time?

 Do you have any relevant work/volunteer experience, or any other 

achievements?



Work Experience.
Why is it important?

Great for boosting CV and shows motivation and 
commitment 

Helps to gain a better understanding of a potential 
career

Two thirds of employers look for graduates with 
relevant work experience 



Work Experience.
Struggling to get it?

Online Courses/Webinars

Volunteering

Wider Reading



Open Days.

Get a ‘feel’ for the university/city

Prepare questions

Research courses prior

Speak to academics



The Key Questions…
The University

Where is it?

What’ s the Student Satisfaction?

Is it a campus or city university?

What is your employability rate?

When are your Open Days?

The Course

Do you do…?

Are there combination options?

Is it an accredited course?

How is the course assessed?

The Lifestyle

What societies does the SU have?

What sports can I play/compete 
in?

What is the accommodation like?

What is the city like?

The Application Process

What qualifications do I need?

Is there an interview process?

What do I include in my personal Statement?

Do I need a portfolio?

What A-Levels/BTEC’s do I need to take?

Can I study abroad or placement? Do you have scholarships?



What is student 
finance?

Part 1 – Tuition 
Fee Loans



How is it paid?

World Class Research 

Student Support

Paid directly to the University

You’re eligible to take out a loan 
for the full amount of fees per 

year
Nothing payable upfront

Expert Academics

Industry Standard Facilities

Professional Accreditations 

This pays for….

And more!

TUITION.



What is student 
finance?

Part 2 – Maintenance 
Loans



How is it paid?

Food and Drink

Social Life

Paid to student in instalments

45%* guaranteed – rest depends 
on circumstances

Nothing payable upfront

Rent and Bills

Travel

Resources

This pays for….

The things that ‘maintain’ you!

*Approximate figure

MAINTENANCE.



Paying it back.

You don’t pay anything 
back until earning over 
£25,000 per year

Paying your loan back 
depends on how much 
you EARN

Tuition and maintenance 
combine into one loan



Paying it back.

Paid monthly - taken 
automatically from 
your paycheque.

Written off after 40 
years

9% of what you earn 
OVER £25,000



How to Apply.
gov.uk/apply-online-for-

student-finance

 Personal Details (Name, DOB, NI Number, 

Passport Number)

 Where you’ve lived in the last 3-5 years

 University and course details

 Bank details & your income 

 Parent/Guardian financial information from 

the past year



Takeaways.

Check how much you’re entitled to on the Student Finance 
Calculator

Book on to university open days

Explore further content at https://www.northumbria.ac.uk/study-
at-northumbria/coming-to-northumbria/university-made-simple/



Dallam Sixth Form SharePoint

PDev sessions on futures

Independent advice and guidance
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UCAS Apply 2023

1) UCAS site went live on 19 April 2022

2) Sign up to regular e-updates via registration 

with the UCAS Hub

3) Start your research and look at Open Days for 

June/July of Year 12

Independent advice and guidance
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Be ready for the world…

… whether the world is ready or not
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